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Synopsis

Frog looked down at the plants in the little blue flowerpot."Me?" asked Frog. "l cana ™t jump."The
plants thought that Frog must be shy; they all knew that frogs could jump.Rana guardA giA verso
le piante nel loro vaso fiori blu.A<lo?A» chiese Rana, A«non posso saltare.A»Le piante pensarono
che Rana fosse timido, sapevano che le rane potevano saltare.Can you imagine what it is like to live
in a flowerpot and confuse one animal with another? Our chatty little plants Basil, Rosemary and the
sisters know all too well the problems and fun it causes. This is for children and others wanting to
read a simple text in English and Italian with illustrations. For ease of understanding, the languages
are displayed together mostly one or two sentences at a time and use everyday language of native

speakers. Reading this fun bilingual story will help you learn ltalian.
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Customer Reviews

What a gem of a series for language learners of all ages!! | have been trying this summer to learn



ltalian, a language | studied for a few long-ago years, when | was at university. This book and the
others in the series are really very charming. They utilize the same set of characters: four plants
who live together in a pot (Rosemary, Basil, and the Pansy Sisters). The pot is in a different setting
in each story. Each story also introduces a new character, an animal that has been misidentified by
the plants due to limited prior knowledge of superficial characteristics. Across the books (I think
there are four in the series so far, offered in a variety of bilingual options), the authors use a very
similar story structure, and they repeat certain key expressions--great strategies for ’hooking’ young
readers and helping them to make predictions as the stories unfold. | can imagine that young
children would really enjoy these books as read-alouds, and the books could be used to introduce
children to new languages or develop their abilities to read in languages they are learning to speak.
Though | was not reading these books with young children, | found them to be amusing, and after
several read-throughs of each title, | had added several hundred new words to my [still rather
limited] Italian lexicon. Hence, | think these books are great for language learners of all ages.| wish
that the authors would publish professional audiorecordings to accompany the texts--as a
language-learner, having access to those would really be marvelous.
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